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Economic health of the State depends on 
Shipping as a Safe form of transport  
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Maritime Casualty 

“A major maritime casualty is 
both an industrial accident and a 
natural disaster. There will 
always be a gap between the 
worst-case risks presented by a 
major maritime casualty and the 
indigenous response capabilities 
of most sovereign states, 
especially smaller countries and 
particularly those with maritime 
domains as extensive as 
Ireland’s”  
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IRCG EEZ 
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898,442km sq  

 



Managing the response to a 
major pollution incident 
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Can it happen? 

• North Sea oil rigs operating in UK waters suffered major or 
significant leaks at a rate of almost one every week throughout 2009 
and 2010. 

• A further 6,000kg of oil and gas leaked in incidents classed as 
"minor". 

• 2013 19th of July to the 19th of August there were 61 recorded spills 
from platforms into the North Sea 

• The latest survey for the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) 
reveals that UK offshore oil and gas platforms reported a total of 
601 accidental releases of oil and chemicals in 2014. This is an 
increase of 14.5 per cent on 2013. 

• The report points out that the number of oil spills – 380 – was the 
highest recorded since 2000. In 2014 there were 100 more oil spills 
reported than the average for the previous 13 years, it says. 

•  BP reported that 95 tonnes of oil had escaped from the Clair 
platform, 75 kilometres west of Shetland, at 10am on October 2 
2016 because of a “technical issue”.  
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Oil Spills North Sea 

Date Platform Amount Action 

3 Oct 16 Clair 95 tonnes Platform Shut down for a period 

Air Surveillance  

Mar 2012 Elgin Total The leak was stopped 

after 51 days by 

pumping heavy mud into 

the well, followed by the 

use of cement plugs. 

Oil company Total has been fined 

a record £1.125m 

  

Aug 2011 Gannet Shell 211 tonnes Reported by passing helio 

Fine £22,500 

13 Dec 2007 Statfjord A Statoil 4000 tonnes   

2000 Hutton 350 tonnes   

Between 2000 and 

2012, there were 

4,123 separate oil 

spills recorded 

  Despite these incidents, 

the number of 

substantial spills each 

year is also on a long-

term downward trend.  

 

The total number of 

spills has been largely 

static since 2005. 

The improvement seems more 

associated with declining 

production than better safety 

measures. 

  

Gas and oil production are down 

about 60% from their turn-of-the-

century peaks 
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• Oil & Gas UK, a representative body for the UK offshore oil 
and gas industry, disputes this, saying these types of leaks 
present no significant environmental impact.  

• "The results are compared with international standards and 
indicate there are no significant environmental impacts 
arising from either permitted discharges or from spills,"  

• Nature itself does leak oil into the environment from the 
Earth's crust. According to the World Ocean Review this 
amounts to around five percent of all oil pollution - Dr Boxhall 
says the environment does deal with this reasonably well. 

•  We're going to be very naïve if we believe that any system is 
fail safe 
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Thank you 
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